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UNCLAS PARIS 02839 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FR, US 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PRELIMINARY FRENCH REACTION TO WESTERN 
AIRLINES’ DECISION RE AIRBUS 

1 . IN REPORTING WESTERN AIRLINES' ANNOUNCEMENT JANUARY 
27 AS CARRIED BY WIRE SERVICES OF DECISION NOT TO BUY 
AIRBUS, FRENCH NEWS BROADCASTS JANUARY 28 AM SPECULATED 
WHETHER PRESSURE BY US CONSTRUCTORS OR US GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN BEHIND WESTERN AIRLINES' APPARENT 
CHANGE OF HEART REGARDING AIRBUS. ONE COMMENTATOR 
WENT SO FAR AS TO SUGGEST US REACTION TO ABOU DAOUD 
AFFAIR MAY HAVE INFLUENCED THE DECISION. 

2. WIRE SERVICES REPORT REACTION OF GOF SECSTATE OF 
TRANSPORTATION CAVAILLE IN RADIO INTERVIEW. HE WAS, OF 
COURSE, GREATLY DISAPPOINTED BY DECISION. HE FOUND UN- 
CONVINCING THE ARGUMENTS CITED BY WESTERN AIR- 
LINES TO JUSTIFY ITS DECISION (I.E., GREATER COMPATABI 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 PARIS 02839 281348Z 

LITY OF US EQUIPMENT WITH ITS PRESENT FLEET AND ITS LONG- 
TERM PLANS), WHICH LED HIM TO WONDER WHETHER DECISION 
HAD NOT BEEN INFLUENCED BY POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. HE 
DID NOT DEVELOP HIS THOUGHTS FURTHER. 

3. IF QUERIED BY PRESS, WE WILL CONFESS TO SURPRISE OVER 
REPORT OF WESTERN AIRLINES' DECISION (E.G., FOLLOWING 
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SPATE OF RECENT REPORTS IN FRENCH AND US PRESS THAT 
WESTERN AIRLINES WAS LEANING STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF 
AIRBUS). WE WILL ADD THAT WE HAVE NO REASON,HOWEVER, 

BELIEVE DECISION WAS OTHER THAN A CORPORATE ONE DICTATED 
SOLELY BY MANAGEMENT'S OWN DETERMINATION OF WHAT WOULD 
BE IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE COMPANY. 

GAMMON 
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